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from Pastor BrandoN 
	
While studying for a sermon, a question began swirling around in my mind. In Matthew 16, Peter makes his 
great declaration that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God. Jesus validates Peter’s statement, and tells him that 
the understanding he now possesses of the Messiah was not revealed by man, but by the Father in Heaven. So 
the question exploded in my mind… “How did the Father reveal this to Peter”? Through this devotional, our 
goal is to have you walk in the footsteps of Peter. Follow his journey as he followed Jesus, the Messiah. Peter’s 
willingness to follow Jesus led him to a deep understanding of "being a disciple".  As the story unfolds, we see 
the amazing, intentional work that Jesus did with His disciples, and how He reveals Himself to not only them, 
but also to us today! 
 
When we follow Jesus as He discipled Peter, we see, in the Scriptures, great applications. Peter witnessed 
incredible miracles and, in the end, had no doubt in Jesus' powers or claims to be God. However, we do see 
Peter doubt his own ability to walk in faith no matter the circumstances.  
 
For us today, we, too, want to grow in our faith and follow Jesus regardless of what happens in the world around 
us.   Let’s grow together. 
  
In His Service, 
 
Brandon M. Guindon 
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InstRuctions 
 

• The purpose of these devotions is to give us a better understanding of Jesus and his relationship with 
his disciples.  We will look closely at Peter’s experiences, and how they impact him in his belief of who 
Jesus is. 

• We want this to be a devotional that we do with others.  Sharing our answers with someone else always 
helps us grow, and their answers might give us a different perspective than we’ve had before. 

• Don’t skip any of the lessons.  Try to stay on track.  The stories and lessons build on one another, so take 
your time and finish each lesson. 

• There will be four days of reading and answering questions, and a fifth day for review each week.  In the 
devotion we have provided the scriptures for you but feel free to use your own Bible when reading the 
passages for each day. 

• The stories from Scripture in this devotional all fit together.  They are placed as closely as possible in 
chronological order in the life of Christ. We chose the stories for this devotional based on the 
interaction Jesus had with His disciples. 

• Most importantly, ask God to guide you through each day, and ask Him to show you what He wants you 
to receive each day. 
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hoW to use this devotional 
 
setting yourself up for success 
Just as Peter and the disciples developed a close relationship with Jesus by walking with Him each day, we can 
know Jesus intimately by spending time with Him. This devotional was designed to help you do that by 
approaching these selected passages from the Gospels in a fresh way. 
 
The ancient Christian practice of Lectio divina (literally “sacred reading”) includes four main components 
designed to guide us to an increased knowledge of Christ by immersing ourselves in the Scriptures rather than 
studying them in a traditional manner.  We have based this devotional on a similar concept, inspired by our 
desire to slow down and experience the transformation that Peter and the other disciples experienced by 
walking with Jesus each day. 
 
Begin your devotional time with a brief time of preparation.  Try to reduce distractions and still your mind.  Pray 
and invite the Holy Spirit to guide your experience with the Word of God. 
	
>> Read 
 
Read the passage slowly and attentively.  You may want to read it through several times or even out loud.  As 
you read, imagine yourself there as the events unfold.  Where are you standing? Who else is watching or 
listening (Pharisees, Gentiles, Peter – a Jewish fisherman turned disciple, the other disciples)  How do you think 
they are reacting to the words or actions of Jesus in this story? What is your emotional response to what Jesus is 
doing or saying in this story? 
 

>> ConsideR 
 
This section contains a brief commentary on the events in the story to help you further understand and process 
what the Scripture says.  You may want to go back and read the passage again after you have read the 
commentary. 
 

>> PRay 
 
Enter into a conversation with God about what you have read, felt, and learned from the story.  Just as a 
conversation with a friend would include speaking and listening, talk to God, but listen to Him as well.  Be open 
to new ways of communicating with God, rather than the usual patterns of prayer you may have developed. 
 

>> apply 
 
When approached with a pure heart, Scripture and prayer will move us to action.  Each devotion includes several 
questions or activities to help you apply what you’ve read and experienced. 
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Week 1 >> follow Jesus	

	
For thousands of years the Jewish people have eagerly expected the arrival of the Messiah. Before Christ came 
into the world, there were many who had come and gone, claiming to be anointed one. From the very 
beginning, Jesus’ ministry demonstrated how vastly different He was than any other man. Old Testament 
prophecies were being fulfilled, and God Himself spoke, validating Jesus as His Son and the Savior of the world. 
 
In our opening week of this devotional, you will see how the ministry of Jesus Christ begins. You will follow 
along with Peter and the other disciples as they begin to observe Jesus as He challenged religion and people in 
a new way. From the disciples’ perspective, so much of what they had believed and accepted as truth was being 
turned upside down.  Whether with a Pharisee or a Samaritan woman, Jesus both taught and modeled concepts 
that were completely revolutionary, yet vaguely accurate to them from Old Testament teachings.  
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Week 1 >> Day 1 
 
>> Read 
 
Matthew 3:13-17 
The Baptism of Jesus 
Then Jesus went from Galilee to the Jordan River to be baptized by John.   But John tried to talk him out of it. “I 
am the one who needs to be baptized by you,” he said, “so why are you coming to me?” 

But Jesus said, “It should be done, for we must carry out all that God requires.” So John agreed to baptize him. 

After his baptism, as Jesus came up out of the water, the heavens were opened and he saw the Spirit of God 
descending like a dove and settling on him.   And a voice from heaven said, “This is my dearly loved Son, who 
brings me great joy.” 
 
John 1:29-41 
John Testifies About Jesus 
The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of 
the world!   He is the one I was talking about when I said, ‘A man is coming after me who is far greater than I 
am, for he existed long before me.’  I did not recognize him as the Messiah, but I have been baptizing with 
water so that he might be revealed to Israel.” 

Then John testified, “I saw the Holy Spirit descending like a dove from heaven and resting upon him.  I didn’t 
know he was the one, but when God sent me to baptize with water, he told me, ‘The one on whom you see the 
Spirit descend and rest is the one who will baptize with the Holy Spirit.’  I saw this happen to Jesus, so I testify 
that he is the Chosen One of God.” 
 
John’s Disciples Follow Jesus 
The following day John was again standing with two of his disciples.   As Jesus walked by, John looked at him 
and declared, “Look! There is the Lamb of God!”  

When John’s two disciples heard this, they followed Jesus. 

Jesus looked around and saw them following. “What do you want?” he asked them. 

They replied, “Rabbi” (which means “Teacher”), “where are you staying?” 

“Come and see,” he said. It was about four o’clock in the afternoon when they went with him to the place where 
he was staying, and they remained with him the rest of the day. 

 Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, was one of these men who heard what John said and then followed 
Jesus.  Andrew went to find his brother, Simon, and told him, “We have found the Messiah” (which means 
“Christ”).   Then Andrew brought Simon to meet Jesus. Looking intently at Simon, Jesus said, “Your name is 
Simon, son of John—but you will be called Cephas” (which means “Peter”).  
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>> ConsideR 
 
We see the Father in heaven confirm that Jesus is the Son of God, and now John the Baptist declares to the 
people that Jesus is, “The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world”! John continues on to give his 
testimony about who Jesus is and the people around him begin to recognize that maybe this Jesus of Nazareth 
is someone special. Could He be the long-awaited Messiah? 
 
In response to John’s claims, one of the locals, a man named Andrew, rushes to get his brother, Peter, to see 
Jesus.  The validation of Jesus gives strong enough evidence that these men would begin to follow Him. Peter 
and the others follow Jesus and walk with Him to Jerusalem as the Passover approaches. 
 
In our own lives, we can look back and see how God used others to reveal spiritual truth and help in our 
understanding of Jesus.  Like Peter, we were introduced to Jesus, and as we begin to follow, He reveals more 
and more about Himself and His Kingdom. 
 

>> PRay 
 
Spend some time praying and thanking God for how He reached you. Thank Him for your salvation and those 
He used to bring the gospel message to you. 
 

>> apply 
 

• After spending time with Jesus, Andrew was compelled to find his brother Simon so he could introduce 
him to Jesus.  Why was that so important to Andrew?  Who do you need to introduce to Jesus? 

 
• What amazing things has Jesus done in your life to show you He is worthy to be followed? 

 
• As you follow Jesus, how have the desires of your heart changed? 
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Week 1 >> Day 2 
 
>> Read 
 
John 1:43-50 
Jesus Calls Philip and Nathanael 
The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Come, follow me.”  Philip was 
from Bethsaida, Andrew and Peter’s hometown. 
 
Philip went to look for Nathanael and told him, “We have found the very person Moses and the prophets wrote 
about! His name is Jesus, the son of Joseph from Nazareth.” 
 
“Nazareth!” exclaimed Nathanael. “Can anything good come from Nazareth?” 
“Come and see for yourself,” Philip replied. 
 
As they approached, Jesus said, “Now here is a genuine son of Israel—a man of complete integrity.” 
 
“How do you know about me?” Nathanael asked. 
Jesus replied, “I could see you under the fig tree before Philip found you.” 
 
Then Nathanael exclaimed, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God—the King of Israel!” 
 
Jesus asked him, “Do you believe this just because I told you I had seen you under the fig tree? You will see 
greater things than this.”  
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>> ConsideR 
 
Jesus immediately astonishes this new group of men that are following Him. As they question Jesus’ validity 
because He is from Nazareth, Jesus responds by demonstrating His power. Jesus does this by telling Nathaniel 
that He has seen him under a tree. 
 
Peter would have been nearby observing this miraculous act Jesus does for Nathaniel. No one knows what Peter 
thought, or the impact this event has on him. What we do know is that Peter then would follow Jesus on to 
Jerusalem. 
 
Often, we as Christians stand in a place of observation of what God is doing. It may be in a friend or relative’s 
life, or in the life of the church. Even in your own life, you can think about times when Jesus acted in a 
significant way to validate His authority, just as He does with Nathaniel, and just as He is proving to Peter. 
 

>> PRay 
 
Pray and ask God to demonstrate His power in an area in your life where it is needed. 
 

>> apply 
 

• What effect do you think Jesus’ conversation with Nathaniel had on the other disciples standing 
nearby? 

 
• What is one way you see Jesus at work in the life of someone close to you?  How do you see Him at 

work in your own life? 
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Week 1 >> Day 3 
 
>> Read 
 
John 2:13-25 
Jesus Clears the Temple Courts 
It was nearly time for the Jewish Passover celebration, so Jesus went to Jerusalem.   In the Temple area he saw 
merchants selling cattle, sheep, and doves for sacrifices; he also saw dealers at tables exchanging foreign 
money.  Jesus made a whip from some ropes and chased them all out of the Temple. He drove out the sheep 
and cattle, scattered the money changers’ coins over the floor, and turned over their tables. Then, going over to 
the people who sold doves, he told them, “Get these things out of here. Stop turning my Father’s house into a 
marketplace!”  Then his disciples remembered this prophecy from the Scriptures: “Passion for God’s house will 
consume me.” 
 
But the Jewish leaders demanded, “What are you doing? If God gave you authority to do this, show us a 
miraculous sign to prove it.” 
 
“All right,” Jesus replied. “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” 
 
“What!” they exclaimed. “It has taken forty-six years to build this Temple, and you can rebuild it in three days?” 
But when Jesus said “this temple,” he meant his own body.  After he was raised from the dead, his disciples 
remembered he had said this, and they believed both the Scriptures and what Jesus had said. 
 
Because of the miraculous signs Jesus did in Jerusalem at the Passover celebration, many began to trust in him.  
But Jesus didn’t trust them, because he knew all about people.  No one needed to tell him about human nature, 
for he knew what was in each person’s heart. 
 
	 	



 

MASTER TO MESSIAH: A Disciple’s Journey 11 

 
 
>> ConsideR 
 
Jesus calls His first disciples, and then begins the 68 mile trek to Jerusalem for Passover. Immediately upon His 
arrival in Jerusalem, Jesus fulfills what is prophesied in Malachi	 3:2-3 by purging the temple.  “He will purify 
the Levites, refining them like gold and silver.” Jesus demonstrates that the time has now come for reform and 
purging. Corrupt money changing and stealing from the poor desecrates the holy Jewish temple. Jesus attacks 
this behavior in righteous anger, demanding that God’s temple be kept holy and a place for prayer. 
 
As Peter watches Jesus overturn the tables and clear out the temple, so many thoughts must run through his 
mind.  One message we know for sure that Jesus is communicating is that He will not stand for sin. Jesus 
demands respect of God’s things and godly behavior. 
 
When Jesus calls us to follow Him and be a fisher of men, He asks certain things of us. As we follow Jesus, we 
must continue to become more like Him. The clearing of the Temple is a great picture for us today. Jesus comes 
into our lives, and cleans out the things that keep us from having a close relationship with Him. 
 

>> PRay 
 
Ask God to show you what areas in your life need to be “cleaned out”. 
 

>> apply 
 

• How do you think Peter felt as he watched Jesus driving all the animals and people out of the temple? 
 

• Describe a meaningful and/or painful experience where God has cleaned out something in your life. 
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Week 1 >> Day 4 
	
>> Read 
	
Luke 5:1-11 
Jesus Calls His First Disciples 
One day as Jesus was preaching on the shore of the Sea of Galilee, great crowds pressed in on him to listen to 
the word of God.   He noticed two empty boats at the water’s edge, for the fishermen had left them and were 
washing their nets.  Stepping into one of the boats, Jesus asked Simon, its owner, to push it out into the water. 
So he sat in the boat and taught the crowds from there. 
 
When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Now go out where it is deeper, and let down your nets to 
catch some fish.” 
 
“Master,” Simon replied, “we worked hard all last night and didn’t catch a thing. But if you say so, I’ll let the nets 
down again.”  And this time their nets were so full of fish they began to tear!  A shout for help brought their 
partners in the other boat, and soon both boats were filled with fish and on the verge of sinking. 
 
When Simon Peter realized what had happened, he fell to his knees before Jesus and said, “Oh, Lord, please 
leave me—I’m too much of a sinner to be around you.”  For he was awestruck by the number of fish they had 
caught, as were the others with him.   His partners, James and John, the sons of Zebedee, were also amazed.  
Jesus replied to Simon, “Don’t be afraid! From now on you’ll be fishing for people!”   And as soon as they 
landed, they left everything and followed Jesus. 
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>> ConsideR 
 
What a defining moment in the life of Peter! At this point, Peter has interacted, followed, and even lived with 
Jesus. The disciples have witnessed, first hand, Jesus during many of His most well-known Biblical encounters. 
Meeting Nicodemus the Pharisee by night and teaching him the meaning of being born again in John 3:1-15, 
the Samaritan woman in John 4:1-45, who was culturally unacceptable both as a woman and a Samaritan, 
saved by the Promised Messiah, and Christ has healed the son of a Capernaum Official in John 4:46-54. He has 
challenged the disciples thinking in every possible way as He interacted with those who were “less than” in the 
eyes of their Jewish peers and leaders.  

In this story, we see once again the incredible intentionality of Jesus to reach His disciples. Jesus joins His 
disciples where they are, in their business of fishing. 

Jesus asks Peter to go out into the deep water for a catch of fish. It is Peter’s response that we want you to see. 
Peter calls Jesus “Master” or “Lord.” And in context, it is almost a statement of unbelief. Peter is doing what 
Jesus asks out of sheer obedience. He is not responding from a place of faith and willingness. 

We see Peter’s countenance drastically change once Jesus performs a miracle. Peter is immediately humbled 
and driven to his knees. This humble attitude says, “Who am I that you would even get in my boat?” Jesus and 
Peter come face to face with each other, and Peter begins to experience Jesus’ incredible grace. Jesus tells Peter 
two things that will impact him like nothing else in his whole life: “Don’t be afraid,” and “Follow Me, and I will 
make you fishers of men.” 

So often, as humans, we struggle with God’s calling to serve in any capacity in His kingdom. Whether it is from a 
fear of failure, or a place of shame and guilt, Christians often keep themselves at arm’s distance from God and 
service within the kingdom. Yet, when we understand God’s grace, much like Peter did, it drives us to our 
knees.  God’s grace wipes away fears and shame. When we accept this amazing grace, we, like Peter, experience 
our walk with Jesus in a whole new way. 
 

>> PRay 
 
Ask God to begin showing you ways you can serve people around you.  Ask God to stretch your faith and help 
you better understand serving others. 
 

>> apply 
 

• How did Peter’s perspective change following the great catch? 
 

• Reflect on the areas of your life where you are so confident in your own abilities that you often forget to 
include Jesus. 

 
• Where is God calling you to serve in His kingdom?  What is keeping you from jumping right in?  
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Week 1 >> Day 5 
	
>> looking back 
 
In the stories for this week, we have seen Jesus come on the scene and begin to challenge the way the people 
think about and view God.  Peter and others have decided that His teachings are compelling enough that they 
want to follow him.  Jesus changes them from early on, going as far as changing Simon’s name to Peter. 
 
As more people begin to follow Him, they see Jesus challenging religion, class, and culture.  Jesus 
demonstrates a new method of ministry through His words, attitudes, and actions.  In fact, He approaches 
everything differently than the disciples and His followers expect Him to. 
 
>> Searching within  
 
Imagine that you are a Jew in the first century, observing these events first-hand. For most of your life, you have 
heard about the promised Messiah, who will be sent by God to save His people. 

• What would be going through your mind when John the Baptist declares that Jesus is the Messiah? 
• Would you have believed that Jesus was the savior Israel had been waiting for? 
• Do you think you would have followed Jesus and brought others to meet Him like Andrew did? 

 
Today, we have the advantage of knowing the full story of Jesus’ ministry on earth and how He fulfilled many 
prophecies. We have the entirety of God’s Word available to us in many languages and formats.  Many of us 
even carry it with us in our pocket on a mobile device!  Believers have the indwelling Holy Spirit to guide us to 
truth and discernment. 

• Today, in your spiritual walk, who is Jesus to you? 
• Do you believe that He is the savior you have been waiting for? 
• What has following Jesus looked like for you up to this point in your life as a disciple? 

 

>> Moving forward 
 
Jesus changed Simon’s name to Peter to reflect the changes He would make in Peter’s character throughout 
their journey. 

• If you have been journeying with Jesus, how has following Jesus changed your character? 
• What outward, visible change do you need to make to reflect the inner change that Jesus is making in 

you? 
• How will that affect your relationships with those closest to you? 

 
Pray that we would examine our lives with fresh eyes based on this week’s stories and that we would 
change any behaviors or beliefs that are not pleasing to God. 
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Week 2 – changed by jesus 

Miracles occur when inherent ability is used in works of a supernatural origin.  It is said that the purpose of 
miracles is to validate the message or the messenger. In your walk with Jesus, there have probably been several 
times He worked in special ways to get your attention. Peter and the disciples experienced incredible miracles 
that amazed everyone. Some of them were very personal, such as the healing of family members. Others were 
just as impactful, even if not as personal. To be with Jesus was to be changed by Him. That is no different in the 
Church, 2000 years later 

At times, the miracles of Jesus drove Peter to his knees. This caused him to recognize the separation between 
himself and Jesus, whom he called “Master”. This term “master” definitely shows Peter is submitting to Jesus as 
someone of great authority. As we progress through our devotional, we can observe the events that deeply 
impact Peter and the disciples. These events move them from calling Jesus “Master” to calling Him “Messiah”. 
For Peter as well as disciples today, being on a journey with Jesus means that we are changed by His presence 
in our lives.   
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Week 2 >> Day 1 
	
>> Read 
	
Mark 1:29-34 
Jesus Heals Many 
After Jesus left the synagogue with James and John, they went to Simon and Andrew’s home.   Now Simon’s 
mother-in-law was sick in bed with a high fever. They told Jesus about her right away.   So he went to her 
bedside, took her by the hand, and helped her sit up. Then the fever left her, and she prepared a meal for them. 
 
That evening after sunset, many sick and demon-possessed people were brought to Jesus.   The whole town 
gathered at the door to watch.   So Jesus healed many people who were sick with various diseases, and he cast 
out many demons. But because the demons knew who he was, he did not allow them to speak. 
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>> ConsideR 
 
Jesus has now returned back to the area of Galilee. Specifically, He is back in the town of Capernaum, and 
performing amazing miracles. Peter is affected by these miracles himself.  Jesus displays His personal care for 
Peter and his family by going to Simon Peter’s home and healing his mother-in-law. What an incredible 
example of the way Jesus showed individual attention to His children!  
 
The news is spreading quickly of Jesus’ great authority. Now, Jesus begins to demonstrate His power over the 
human body. He heals those stricken with various diseases, and through this, begins manifesting His power 
and authority as God. From this point, He becomes much more personal and relational in His training of Peter 
and the other disciples. 
 
Just as He did with Peter, Jesus makes things intimately personal in our walk with Him. Jesus wants us to know 
how much He cares for every need we have. Reflect today on the unique ways Jesus reaches out to you. 
 

>> PRay 
 
Thank God for ways He has personally cared for you or your family. 
 

>> apply 
 

• Imagine yourself in the room when Peter’s mother-in-law was healed.  How do you think Peter reacted?  
How would you have reacted? 

 
• How do you think the disciples’ commitment to follow Jesus was impacted when they witnessed Him 

performing these miracles? 
 

• Think of someone you know who has been miraculously healed physically, emotionally, or spiritually. 
How did that change your perspective on the way Jesus cares for those He loves? 
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Week 2 >> Day 2 
	
>> Read 
	
Luke 5:12-26 
Jesus Heals a Man With Leprosy 
In one of the villages, Jesus met a man with an advanced case of leprosy. When the man saw Jesus, he bowed 
with his face to the ground, begging to be healed. “Lord,” he said, “if you are willing, you can heal me and make 
me clean.” 
 
Jesus reached out and touched him. “I am willing,” he said. “Be healed!” And instantly the leprosy 
disappeared.   Then Jesus instructed him not to tell anyone what had happened. He said, “Go to the priest and 
let him examine you. Take along the offering required in the law of Moses for those who have been healed of 
leprosy. This will be a public testimony that you have been cleansed.” 
 
But despite Jesus’ instructions, the report of his power spread even faster, and vast crowds came to hear him 
preach and to be healed of their diseases.   But Jesus often withdrew to the wilderness for prayer. 
 
Jesus Heals a Paralyzed Man 
One day while Jesus was teaching, some Pharisees and teachers of religious law were sitting nearby. (It seemed 
that these men showed up from every village in all Galilee and Judea, as well as from Jerusalem.) And the 
Lord’s healing power was strongly with Jesus. 
 
Some men came carrying a paralyzed man on a sleeping mat. They tried to take him inside to Jesus, but they 
couldn’t reach him because of the crowd. So they went up to the roof and took off some tiles. Then they lowered 
the sick man on his mat down into the crowd, right in front of Jesus.   Seeing their faith, Jesus said to the 
man, “Young man, your sins are forgiven.” 
 
But the Pharisees and teachers of religious law said to themselves, “Who does he think he is? That’s blasphemy! 
Only God can forgive sins!” 
 
Jesus knew what they were thinking, so he asked them, “Why do you question this in your hearts?   Is it easier to 
say ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or ‘Stand up and walk’?   So I will prove to you that the Son of Man has the authority 
on earth to forgive sins.” Then Jesus turned to the paralyzed man and said, “Stand up, pick up your mat, and go 
home!” 
 
And immediately, as everyone watched, the man jumped up, picked up his mat, and went home praising God.  
Everyone was gripped with great wonder and awe, and they praised God, exclaiming, “We have seen amazing 
things today!” 
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>> ConsideR 
 
Shortly after the catch of fish and the calling of the disciples, Jesus walks through one of the towns around the 
Sea of Galilee, and is approached by a leper who begs for healing.  The leper is healed and more crowds come 
to hear Jesus teach and see Him heal. 
 
Sandwiched in between the two stories of healing is verse 16 “But Jesus often withdrew to the wilderness for 
prayer.”  Certainly His disciples must see this pattern of behavior, going off alone to pray and then among 
crowds to teach and heal.  Jesus is living out before them what He is continually teaching them.  The power to 
be among the people and minister to them comes from personal time alone in communication and relationship 
with the Father. 
 
The next story of healing is a little different.  A man who is paralyzed has friends who believe so firmly that Jesus 
can help him, they dig a hole in a roof to gain access to Jesus. When Jesus sees the faith of the friends, He looks 
at the paralyzed man and tells him his sins are forgiven.  This creates quite a stir, because the crowds who are 
watching have to wrestle with this claim Jesus is making, “He is God.” 
 
Faith is the consistent theme that continues to arise as Peter and the disciples follow Jesus.  The healings don’t 
occur because of some great work these people do. Jesus heals and directly links the healing to faith. We can 
learn, as Peter does, that God acts on our behalf because of who He is and our faith, not because of what we do.   
 

>> PRay 
 
Spend your time praying for a specific person that might need physical or spiritual healing. 
 

>> apply 
 

• When you spend time alone with God in prayer, what impact does it have on your state of mind?  What 
impact does it have on your subsequent actions? 

 
• How has your faith brought blessings to others? 

 
• What do you think Peter learned about ministry from these four friends’ actions? 
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Week 2 >> Day 3 
	
>> Read 
	
Luke 5:27-32 
Jesus calls Levi (Matthew) 
Later, as Jesus left the town, he saw a tax collector named Levi sitting at his tax collector’s booth. “Follow me and 
be my disciple,” Jesus said to him.   So Levi got up, left everything, and followed him. 
 
Later, Levi held a banquet in his home with Jesus as the guest of honor. Many of Levi’s fellow tax collectors and 
other guests also ate with them.   But the Pharisees and their teachers of religious law complained bitterly to 
Jesus’ disciples, “Why do you eat and drink with such scum?” 
 
Jesus answered them, “Healthy people don’t need a doctor—sick people do. I have come to call not those who 
think they are righteous, but those who know they are sinners and need to repent.” 
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>> ConsideR 
 
After many different healings, Jesus comes across Levi the tax collector. The disciples and Pharisees are 
following Jesus, watching Him closely.  Jesus could not have shocked them more than when He chooses to visit 
with this lowly tax collector. Cultural studies will tell us that no other person would be a greater adversary to the 
fishermen that are currently following Jesus.  In fact, Levi is probably the very tax collector that takes money 
from Peter and the other disciples. The thought of eating in the home of a tax collector is incredibly offensive to 
all those that follow Jesus. 
 
First, Jesus teaches Peter, and the other disciples, about the importance of forgiveness.  Then, He gives them 
the example of accepting the unacceptable and loving the unlovable.  Finally, He raises an important issue.  The 
people of the day are worrying more about the outward man than the inward man. Jesus takes this opportunity 
to confront this thinking by teaching a principle from the kingdom of God.  The principle flies in the face of all 
cultural thinking within the Jewish system. Jesus declares that He has not come to spend His time with those 
that already think they are good enough, but He has come to call sinners to turn from their sins. 
 
Jesus not only came to save us, but also to purify us. He came to heal the hurts and the wounds that we all carry. 
As we walk with Christ, like Peter did, we are confronted with the beliefs that we are holding onto that keep us 
sick. Jesus wants to remove those broken things and heal those wounds. 
 

>> PRay 
 
Ask God to heal a specific wound in your heart. Maybe you have bitterness, hurt, or anger that has existed for a 
long time. Spend time giving these hurts to God. 
 

>> apply 
 

• How do you think Peter felt about being invited to Levi’s house for dinner? 
 

• Think about the people you spend time with.  Do you regularly hang out with people who need to hear 
about Jesus?  Why or why not? 

 
• How has God asked you to love people?  How can you demonstrate the love of Christ to someone that 

might need it today? 
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Week 2 >> Day 4 
	
>> Read 
	
John 5:1-30 
The Healing at the Pool 
Afterward Jesus returned to Jerusalem for one of the Jewish holy days.  Inside the city, near the Sheep Gate, was 
the pool of Bethesda, with five covered porches. Crowds of sick people—blind, lame, or paralyzed—lay on the 
porches.  One of the men lying there had been sick for thirty-eight years. When Jesus saw him and knew he had 
been ill for a long time, he asked him, “Would you like to get well?” 

“I can’t, sir,” the sick man said, “for I have no one to put me into the pool when the water bubbles up. Someone 
else always gets there ahead of me.” 

Jesus told him, “Stand up, pick up your mat, and walk!” 

Instantly, the man was healed! He rolled up his sleeping mat and began walking! But this miracle happened on 
the Sabbath, so the Jewish leaders objected. They said to the man who was cured, “You can’t work on the 
Sabbath! The law doesn’t allow you to carry that sleeping mat!” 

But he replied, “The man who healed me told me, ‘Pick up your mat and walk.’” 

“Who said such a thing as that?” they demanded. 

The man didn’t know, for Jesus had disappeared into the crowd. But afterward Jesus found him in the Temple 
and told him, “Now you are well; so stop sinning, or something even worse may happen to you.” Then the man 
went and told the Jewish leaders that it was Jesus who had healed him. 
 
Jesus Claims to Be the Son of God 
So the Jewish leaders began harassing Jesus for breaking the Sabbath rules.  But Jesus replied, “My Father is 
always working, and so am I.”  So the Jewish leaders tried all the harder to find a way to kill him. For he not only 
broke the Sabbath, he called God his Father, thereby making himself equal with God. 
 
So Jesus explained, “I tell you the truth, the Son can do nothing by himself. He does only what he sees the 
Father doing. Whatever the Father does, the Son also does.  For the Father loves the Son and shows him 
everything he is doing. In fact, the Father will show him how to do even greater works than healing this man. 
Then you will truly be astonished.  For just as the Father gives life to those he raises from the dead, so the Son 
gives life to anyone he wants.  In addition, the Father judges no one. Instead, he has given the Son absolute 
authority to judge, so that everyone will honor the Son, just as they honor the Father. Anyone who does not 
honor the Son is certainly not honoring the Father who sent him.” 
“I tell you the truth, those who listen to my message and believe in God who sent me have eternal life. They will 
never be condemned for their sins, but they have already passed from death into life.  And I assure you that the 
time is coming, indeed it’s here now, when the dead will hear my voice—the voice of the Son of God. And those 
who listen will live. The Father has life in himself, and he has granted that same life-giving power to his 
Son. And he has given him authority to judge everyone because he is the Son of Man.” 
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“Don’t be so surprised! Indeed, the time is coming when all the dead in their graves will hear the voice of God’s 
Son, and they will rise again. Those who have done good will rise to experience eternal life, and those who have 
continued in evil will rise to experience judgment.  I can do nothing on my own. I judge as God tells me. 
Therefore, my judgment is just, because I carry out the will of the one who sent me, not my own will.” 
 
 
>> ConsideR 
 
Here we find Jesus traveling to Jerusalem with his disciples a second time to celebrate Passover. Once arriving 
in Jerusalem for the festival, Jesus performs several healings. The second of these miracles is healing the 
paralyzed man. This not only creates amazement, but also opposition. Healing on Sabbath brings the strong 
opposition.  The religious leaders accuse Jesus of breaking the holy day. Jesus continues to challenge this 
broken way of thinking by making the incredible claim that He and his Father are always at work. This claim 
leaves the Jewish religious leaders wrestling with the notion that Jesus is not only equal to the Father, but also 
is God! 
 
As Peter and the disciples observe these healings and the disagreement with the religious leaders, they must 
have their own internal struggle. Having seen Jesus already heal his mother-in-law and other incredible 
healings, Peter knows Jesus has great authority. Now they are seeing and hearing Jesus extend this authority to 
even declaring He is God. 
 
Often, in our lives, we allow Jesus to have authority in one area or another. Yet as Peter witnesses, Jesus is 
declaring He has all authority. Jesus is claiming to be God.  Christians sometimes minimize or struggle to 
recognize God’s authority in all areas of their lives. This causes them to miss out on all that God has for them. 
 

>> PRay 
 
Give over a specific struggle you are having this week. We live in a world filled with struggles. Take those 
difficulties, and give them to the Lord. 
 

>> apply 
 

• How did Jesus’ claims of authority thrust the disciples into “the fray?” 
 

• How should knowing that Jesus has all authority affect your daily life? 
 

• What have you missed out on by not allowing God to have authority in every area of your life?   
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Week 2 >> Day 5 
	
>> looking back 
 
Jesus	 continues	 to	 do	ministry	 very	 differently	 than	 the	 disciples	 are	 used	 to	 in	 their	 Jewish	
culture.	The	disciples	 travel	with	 Jesus,	and	He	prepares	them	by	constantly	challenging	their	
worldviews.	 Jesus	 sees	 that	 some	 of	 the	 men	 are	 still	 following	 and	 learning.		 He	 chooses	
twelve	and	appoints	them	as	disciples.	
	
>> Searching within  
 
Because the disciples have now spent nearly two years walking on dusty roads with Jesus, watching Jesus care 
for the afflicted, seeing Jesus heal the wounded, and listening to Jesus speak the truth; we can assume that 
they have developed a solid relationship with Him. In fact, Jesus even has nicknames for James and John!  
Jesus is a little different than anyone they’ve ever met, but they are beginning to think more like He does with 
every passing day.  When we spend time with Jesus, He changes us. He challenges us to model our lives 
after Him. 

• What habits or spiritual disciplines are you cultivating that will help you develop a close relationship 
with Jesus? 

• Has there been a shift in your priorities to indicate that you are becoming more like Him each day? 
 
>> Moving forward 
 
The disciples had many conversations with Jesus during their travels. We can have a conversation with Him 
through prayer at any time, but we often fall into the bad habit of doing all the talking in our prayers. A 
deepening relationship requires talking and listening from both parties. As you pray this week, be conscious of 
spending at least as much time listening to God as you spend talking to God.   
 
Pray that we would become more like Jesus as we spend time talking with Him and listening to Him. 
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Week 3 – on mission with Jesus 
 
Have you been called by God to serve in His Kingdom? If at some point in your life you have accepted the 
Gospel message and Jesus Christ as Lord, then you are absolutely called to serve in His Kingdom;  to be on 
mission with Christ.  All Christians are called to be a Royal Priesthood and a Holy Nation, set apart for the work of 
God. In this week of devotions, you will see that the disciples move from just learning and observing to 
participating in the work.  And see the challenge to ourselves to join Jesus in His mission. 
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Week 3 >> Day 1 
	
>> Read 
	
Mark 3:13-19 
Jesus Appoints the Twelve 
Afterward Jesus went up on a mountain and called out the ones he wanted to go with him. And they came to 
him. Then he appointed twelve of them and called them his apostles. They were to accompany him, and he 
would send them out to preach, giving them authority to cast out demons.  These are the twelve he chose:  
Simon (whom he named Peter), James and John (the sons of Zebedee, but Jesus nicknamed them “Sons of 
Thunder”), Andrew, Philip, Bartholomew, Matthew, Thomas, James (son of Alphaeus), Thaddaeus, Simon (the 
zealot), Judas Iscariot (who later betrayed him). 
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>> ConsideR 
 
It is now, during this second year of the ministry, Jesus calls out the twelve and sets them aside as appointed 
disciples. The Lord gives them a special calling as He chooses them to be His companions and missionaries. 
Little do they know what this means as the death, burial, and resurrection approaches. Through these men, 
Jesus will institute His church. 
 
Peter and the disciples will face persecution and take on the responsibilities of starting the movement called 
Christianity.  Had they known this from the beginning, they may not have followed Jesus at all.  Jesus 
intentionally prepares them for His calling even when their understanding is limited. 
 
Often, God does similar things with us. We can relate to Peter and the disciples. Jesus asks us to simply follow 
and trust Him.  Day by day, we take steps and grow in our faith as He prepares us for bigger and bigger things. 
It is in daily events that our faith grows and our trust in Him grows. It was this same journey that Peter was 
walking that was causing his faith in God to grow. 
 
>> PRay 
 
Reflect back over the last 2 weeks of the devotional, and thank God for how He is growing you in your walk with 
Him. 
 
>> apply 
 

• How do you think Peter felt when Jesus calls his name to join Him on the mountain? 
 

• In what ways does God personally validate for you that He has called you for a bigger purpose? 
 

• Pray that God will grow your faith and trust in Him today as you take the next step toward the calling He 
has for you. 
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Week 3 >> Day 2 
	
>> Read 
	
Matthew 13:1-13, 13:47-52 
The Parable of the Sower 
Later that same day Jesus left the house and sat beside the lake.  A large crowd soon gathered around him, so 
he got into a boat. Then he sat there and taught as the people stood on the shore.  He told many stories in the 
form of parables, such as this one: 
 
“Listen! A farmer went out to plant some seeds.  As he scattered them across his field, some seeds fell on a 
footpath, and the birds came and ate them.  Other seeds fell on shallow soil with underlying rock. The seeds 
sprouted quickly because the soil was shallow.  But the plants soon wilted under the hot sun, and since they 
didn’t have deep roots, they died.  
 
 Other seeds fell among thorns that grew up and choked out the tender plants.  Still other seeds fell on fertile 
soil, and they produced a crop that was thirty, sixty, and even a hundred times as much as had been 
planted!  Anyone with ears to hear should listen and understand.” 
 
His disciples came and asked him, “Why do you use parables when you talk to the people?” 
 
He replied, “You are permitted to understand the secrets of the Kingdom of Heaven, but others are not.  To 
those who listen to my teaching, more understanding will be given, and they will have an abundance of 
knowledge. But for those who are not listening, even what little understanding they have will be taken away 
from them.  That is why I use these parables, For they look, but they don’t really see. They hear, but they don’t 
really listen or understand. 
 
The Parable of the Net 
“Again, the Kingdom of Heaven is like a fishing net that was thrown into the water and caught fish of every kind. 
When the net was full, they dragged it up onto the shore, sat down, and sorted the good fish into crates, but 
threw the bad ones away.  That is the way it will be at the end of the world. The angels will come and separate 
the wicked people from the righteous, throwing the wicked into the fiery furnace, where there will be weeping 
and gnashing of teeth.  Do you understand all these things?” 
 
“Yes,” they said, “we do.” 
 
Then he added, “Every teacher of religious law who becomes a disciple in the Kingdom of Heaven is like a 
homeowner who brings from his storeroom new gems of truth as well as old.” 
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>> ConsideR 
 
This marks a turning point in the ministry of Jesus.  He begins to teach in parables.  He takes stories of common 
day events and uses them to teach spiritual lessons.  Only those with insight are able to understand.  Peter and 
the disciples wonder about this, and ask Jesus often about the meanings of the parables Jesus tells. 
 
Jesus uses the parables to teach principles from the kingdom of God. In the first parable you read, Jesus 
contrasts four different kinds of listeners by using four different kinds of soil to describe the condition of 
people’s hearts.  He wants the disciples to understand the importance of their role in being open to accepting 
truth and cultivating it. In the second parable you read, Jesus teaches that even to the end of this age, people 
will still be divided into two camps: the wicked and the righteous.  He then asks His disciples if they understand 
everything He has told them.  They reply, “Yes, we do.”  And since they understand, Jesus tells them that they 
are now responsible for enlightening others to the same truths through their teaching. 
 
If we refuse to hear and understand the parables, we refuse to look at things from God’s perspective.  Our fear 
and pride confines us to our own perceptions, and therefore, we never will understand the kingdom of heaven 
and what it is like.  This method of teaching presses Jesus’ disciples to deeper understanding and requires them 
to pursue their relationship with Jesus on a more intimate level.  Jesus and the Holy Spirit use His Word and 
our stories to teach us, much like they are doing here for the disciples. 
 
>> PRay 
 
Ask God to open the hearts of those in our community who need to hear the Gospel message. 
 
>> apply 
 

• Why do you think Jesus uses parables to teach?  What is it about this method that is so effective? 
 

• How can traditions and fears keep us from seeing or hearing the truth?   
 
• Pray that you will be able to see things from God’s perspective and that God will give you a deeper 

understanding of the kingdom of heaven. 
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Week 3 >> Day 3 
	
>> Read 
	
Matthew 8:23-27 
Jesus Calms the Storm 
Then Jesus got into the boat and started across the lake with his disciples.  Suddenly, a fierce storm struck the 
lake, with waves breaking into the boat. But Jesus was sleeping. The disciples went and woke him up, shouting, 
“Lord, save us! We’re going to drown!” 
 
Jesus responded, “Why are you afraid? You have so little faith!” Then he got up and rebuked the wind and 
waves, and suddenly there was a great calm. 
 
The disciples were amazed. “Who is this man?” they asked. “Even the winds and waves obey him!” 
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>> ConsideR 
 
Very few elements on earth create more fear than a storm at sea. We see the disciples, experienced fishermen, 
seemingly lost in a horrible storm while crossing the Sea of Galilee. In the midst of the storm, Jesus calmly 
sleeps in the boat.  Fear clouds the disciples’ faith, and death seems eminent.  They wake Jesus, and He rebukes 
their lack of faith. Then He calms the wind and the sea leaving the disciples amazed that even nature bows to 
Jesus. 
 
We cannot help but notice the parallels that exist in this story. Peter and the disciples’ entire worldviews collide 
with so much of what their “Master” teaches. There is a storm going on not only physically, but spiritually as 
well.  We see, as the story ends, the disciples still wrestle with the person of Jesus. Often, as Jesus changes us, 
we feel much like the disciples, caught in a storm.  At times, being on mission with Christ can feel much like this 
turbulent storm the disciples experienced. We encounter difficult people, challenging situations, or hard 
circumstances. None of these however, change the mission of what Christ has called all of His disciples to.  
 
How would you react as a passenger in that boat?  Would your words be calm as you casually go to find 
Jesus?  Would you be terrified, much like the disciples?  We may be tempted to judge the disciples for their 
frightened response to the storm and their amazement at Jesus’ power, but instead, let’s learn a lesson from 
them. Peter tells us from first hand experience in 1 Peter 5:7.  “Give all your worries and cares to God, for he 
cares about you.” 
 
>> PRay 
 
Ask God again to help your faith grow. As you go through storms in life, ask Him to help you turn your eyes to 
Jesus and trust Him. 
 
>> apply 
 

• How did Jesus respond to “impossible” situations?  How do you typically respond? 
 

• Are you currently facing a storm in your life?  Pray that you will know how to respond in faith. 
 

• When storms come in our lives, and they will come, how do we respond in faith?  What does that 
specifically look like? 

 
• Just as we call “first responders” in a crisis situation, we can call on the Word of God to serve us during a 

crisis.  Memorize 1 Peter 5:7 to serve as a solid first response to the crises and storms of life. 
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Week 3 >> Day 4 
	
>> Read 
	
Luke 9:1-6 
Jesus sends out the Twelve 
One day Jesus called together his twelve disciples and gave them power and authority to cast out all demons 
and to heal all diseases.  Then he sent them out to tell everyone about the Kingdom of God and to heal the sick. 
 
“Take nothing for your journey,” he instructed them.  “Don’t take a walking stick, a traveler’s bag, food, money, 
or even a change of clothes.  Wherever you go, stay in the same house until you leave town.  And if a town 
refuses to welcome you, shake its dust from your feet as you leave to show that you have abandoned those 
people to their fate.” 
 
So they began their circuit of the villages, preaching the Good News and healing the sick. 
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>> ConsideR 
 
Today we read about the commissioning of the disciples. Jesus gives them power and authority and sends them 
out to the people of the towns and villages to proclaim the Kingdom and heal the sick.  They are to take no 
supplies with them and only stay as long as they are welcomed. 
 
Often, when we follow Jesus, He gives us only what we need, and not everything that we want.  Our culture of 
plenty convinces us that we need so much more. We are bombarded by messages telling us that, in fact, 
we deserve so much more. When we focus on what we think we need to accomplish God’s plans for us, or wait 
until we have everything we want before we are ready to serve Him, we lose the beautiful simplicity of doing 
ministry Jesus’ way. While we may not always have an abundance, as we are on mission with Christ, we always 
have exactly what we need. And we can infinitely trust the Provider on the journey.  
 
>> PRay 
 
Ask God to help you with any self-centeredness. Ask Him to supply exactly what you need to do the work of His 
Kingdom. 
 
>> apply 
 

• Why do you think Jesus chooses this time to send out the twelve disciples? What has prepared them to 
do what He is commissioning them to do? 

 
• Do you feel equipped to go out on your own, teaching and ministering in the name of Jesus? If not, 

what do you need to further prepare you? 
 

• Pray that God will show you where He wants you to serve and provide you with exactly what you need 
to accomplish His purpose. 
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Week 3 >> Day 5 
	
>> looking back 
 
As the final year of His ministry on earth begins, Jesus teaches more about faith and the Kingdom of God, often 
teaching in parables. Jesus shows His authority over the things of the earth, and He involves the disciples in 
meeting the needs of the people. With great intentionality, Jesus has lead the disciples to being on mission 
with Him. 
 

>> Searching within  
 
When we think of the Sea of Galilee, we picture a peaceful, tranquil lake where small fishing boats float along 
the quiet shore.  In actuality, it is over thirteen miles long, more than eight miles wide, and is surrounded by 
hills and mountains.  The topography makes it quite beautiful, but also subject to sudden and violent storms. 
One of these storms tests the faith of the disciples in one of the stories we read this week. Our lives may be 
peaceful and tranquil one day and tossed by furious storms the next.  Like the disciples, our faith is tested 
during the storms. 

• What turbulent and unanticipated events in your life leave you feeling anxious or terrified? 
• What steady promises from God’s Word can you cling to when your life suddenly becomes stormy? 

	
>> Moving forward 
 
As we read through these stories, we see Jesus doing everything He says He will do.  He fulfills Old Testament 
prophecies. He performs unbelievable miracles. He is never once proven false.  Our faith is not based on a 
human theory or an unproved leader. Every time the disciples begin to fret or waver, they just have to look to 
Jesus to be set straight.  The same is true for us today. When you feel your heart rate increasing and your pulse 
quickening, just call out the name of Jesus. He is faithful to us. We just need to have faith in Him. 
 
Pray that we would be known for our unwavering faith in Jesus. 
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Week 4 - live as a disciple of Jesus 

 
As the disciple, Peter, grows in his understanding of who Jesus is, Jesus calls him to participate in greater 
ways.  Walking on water, serving the less fortunate, and preaching the Gospel message help Peter and all the 
disciples understand that they are active in the advancement of Jesus’ Kingdom here on earth.  In this faith 
journey of following, being changed by, and being on mission with Jesus, Peter and the disciples arrive at a key 
spot. They come to the realization that Jesus is, in fact, Messiah, the Son of the living God. Jesus is the 
fulfillment of Old Testament prophecy and truly God. 
 
	 	



 

 MASTER TO MESSIAH: A Disciple’s Journey 36 

Week 4 >> Day 1 
	
>> Read 
	
Matthew 14:13-21 
Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand 
As soon as Jesus heard the news, he left in a boat to a remote area to be alone. But the crowds heard where he 
was headed and followed on foot from many towns. Jesus saw the huge crowd as he stepped from the boat, and 
he had compassion on them and healed their sick. 
 
That evening the disciples came to him and said, “This is a remote place, and it’s already getting late. Send the 
crowds away so they can go to the villages and buy food for themselves.” 
 
But Jesus said, “That isn’t necessary—you feed them.” 
 
“But we have only five loaves of bread and two fish!” they answered. 
 
“Bring them here,” he said.  Then he told the people to sit down on the grass. Jesus took the five loaves and two 
fish, looked up toward heaven, and blessed them. Then, breaking the loaves into pieces, he gave the bread to 
the disciples, who distributed it to the people.  They all ate as much as they wanted, and afterward, the disciples 
picked up twelve baskets of leftovers.  About 5,000 men were fed that day, in addition to all the women and 
children! 
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>> ConsideR 
 
Imagine a huge crowd, enough people to fill a stadium. They follow Jesus in anticipation of His teaching and 
healing.  When the disciples see the masses, they urge Jesus to send them away so they can meet their own 
needs for food and lodging.  The disciples still do not think like Jesus. Instead, He tells them to have the crowd 
sit down, and then He instructs the disciples to feed the crowd themselves.  The disciples see the impossibility of 
satisfying a crowd that size with only a few fish and bread. Jesus takes what is given to Him to use. After He 
blesses the food, He starts handing it out to the disciples for them to distribute to the people.  Jesus allows 
them to work alongside Him in this wonderful miracle. 
 
Notice the critical change we see here.  The disciples no longer just observe as Jesus meets people’s needs, they 
participate. Just like the disciples, God intends for us to learn from observing Him at work around us and then 
He expects us to jump in and participate as well.  
 
>> PRay 
 
Ask God to show you those around you that are not serving in the church. Ask God to help you know how to 
encourage them to serve. Invite them to be a part of the work of God in the Church and community. 
 
>> apply 
 

• Why do you think the disciples want to send the crowds away? 
 

• It’s often easier to send people away than to deal with their needs.  How can we be better at being 
available to be used by God when we see people in need? 

 
• How do you think Peter and the disciples feel about being able to join in with Jesus in feeding 5000 

people? Does it change their perspective about their calling? 
	 	



 

 MASTER TO MESSIAH: A Disciple’s Journey 38 

Week 4 >> Day 2 
	
>> Read 
	
Matthew 14:22-36 
Jesus Walks on the Water 
Immediately after this, Jesus insisted that his disciples get back into the boat and cross to the other side of the 
lake, while he sent the people home.  After sending them home, he went up into the hills by himself to pray. 
Night fell while he was there alone. 
 
Meanwhile, the disciples were in trouble far away from land, for a strong wind had risen, and they were fighting 
heavy waves.  About three o’clock in the morning Jesus came toward them, walking on the water.  When the 
disciples saw him walking on the water, they were terrified. In their fear, they cried out, “It’s a ghost!” 
 
But Jesus spoke to them at once. “Don’t be afraid,” he said. “Take courage. I am here!” 
 
Then Peter called to him, “Lord, if it’s really you, tell me to come to you, walking on the water.” 
 
“Yes, come,” Jesus said. 
 
So Peter went over the side of the boat and walked on the water toward Jesus. But when he saw the strong wind 
and the waves, he was terrified and began to sink. “Save me, Lord!” he shouted. 
 
Jesus immediately reached out and grabbed him. “You have so little faith,” Jesus said. “Why did you doubt 
me?” 
 
When they climbed back into the boat, the wind stopped. Then the disciples worshiped him. “You really are the 
Son of God!” they exclaimed. 
 
After they had crossed the lake, they landed at Gennesaret. When the people recognized Jesus, the news of his 
arrival spread quickly throughout the whole area, and soon people were bringing all their sick to be 
healed.  They begged him to let the sick touch at least the fringe of his robe, and all who touched him were 
healed. 
 
	 	



 

MASTER TO MESSIAH: A Disciple’s Journey 39 

 
 
>> ConsideR 
 
Soon after seeing the masses fed by this miracle of Jesus, the disciples once again display fear instead of faith 
when they are out at sea.  Jesus tells them He will meet them on the other side when He sends them off.  Jesus 
goes alone to a mountain to pray while the disciples encounter a terrible storm on the water.  Seeing them 
afraid and straining in the storm, Jesus comes walking on the water.  Because they are operating out of fear, 
rather than faith, they see a ghost instead of God’s glory.  Jesus answers their fear with encouragement and 
comfort proclaiming it is He and not a phantom they see. 
 
Peter expresses great faith at this point, and asks Jesus to allow him to walk with Him on the water.  Jesus tells 
him to come, and Peter climbs out of the boat and starts walking to Jesus.  You can imagine the awe and 
amazement he feels as he focuses on Jesus and starts walking on the waves to Him.  However, as soon as he 
takes his eyes off Jesus and focuses again on the storm, he begins to sink and cries out for Jesus to save 
him.  Jesus refers to Peter as “you of little faith,” and asks him why he began to doubt.  When they got back in 
the boat, the storm dissipates and the disciples worship Jesus. 
 
This is another turning point for Peter. Peter’s faith, while greater than it ever has been, is still not strong 
enough to save him. Peter does know who can save him and he cries out to Jesus.   Peter learns, in a very 
tangible way, that keeping his eyes on Jesus is the only way to safely navigate the storms of life. 
 
>> PRay 
 
Ask God to increase your faith, and show you areas where you are still lacking. 
 
>> apply 
 

• Why do you think Peter is so eager to get out of the boat and walk on water with Jesus?  How do you 
think the other disciples respond to his request? 

 
• Despite his faltering faith, Peter does get out of the boat.  Why does Jesus refer to Peter as “you of little 

faith” when he is the only one who even attempts to walk to Jesus? 
 

• What gets in the way of you hanging on to faith and not doubting or giving up? 
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Week 4 >> Day 3 
	
>> Read 
	
Matthew 16:13-28 
Peter Declares That Jesus Is the Messiah 
When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of 
Man is?” 

“Well,” they replied, “some say John the Baptist, some say Elijah, and others say Jeremiah or one of the other 
prophets.” 

Then he asked them, “But who do you say I am?” 

Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 

Jesus replied, “You are blessed, Simon son of John, because my Father in heaven has revealed this to you. You 
did not learn this from any human being.  Now I say to you that you are Peter (which means ‘rock’), and upon 
this rock I will build my church, and all the powers of hell will not conquer it.  And I will give you the keys of the 
Kingdom of Heaven. Whatever you forbid on earth will be forbidden in heaven, and whatever you permit on 
earth will be permitted in heaven.” 

Then he sternly warned the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah. 
 
Jesus Predicts His Death 
From then on Jesus began to tell his disciples plainly that it was necessary for him to go to Jerusalem, and that 
he would suffer many terrible things at the hands of the elders, the leading priests, and the teachers of religious 
law. He would be killed, but on the third day he would be raised from the dead. 

But Peter took him aside and began to reprimand him for saying such things. “Heaven forbid, Lord,” he said. 
“This will never happen to you!” 

Jesus turned to Peter and said, “Get away from me, Satan! You are a dangerous trap to me. You are seeing 
things merely from a human point of view, not from God’s.” 

Then Jesus said to his disciples, “If any of you wants to be my follower, you must turn from your selfish ways, 
take up your cross, and follow me.  If you try to hang on to your life, you will lose it. But if you give up your life 
for my sake, you will save it.  And what do you benefit if you gain the whole world but lose your own soul? Is 
anything worth more than your soul?  For the Son of Man will come with his angels in the glory of his Father and 
will judge all people according to their deeds.  

And I tell you the truth, some standing here right now will not die before they see the Son of Man coming in his 
Kingdom.”  
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>> ConsideR 
 
Jesus takes His disciples to Caesarea Philippi, an area that is more prominently populated by Gentiles, and He 
asks them, “Who do people say that I am?” Jesus is not dependent on the opinions of mankind, and wants to be 
certain the disciples are not either. He then asks the more important follow-up question, “Who do you say that I 
am?” Peter speaks up immediately.  He has now been with Jesus long enough that he has a very firm and 
definite opinion of whom he is following: “the Messiah, the Son of the living God!”   
 
Jesus compliments Peter on his confession and tells him that His Father in heaven revealed this knowledge to 
him. What a relief this must be for Peter! So many times he has reverted to fear or doubt and has not given 
Jesus the respect, honor and trust that He deserves.  Peter has finally gotten it right!  He finally understands the 
majestic, beyond human, one-and-only, pure and holy nature of Jesus Christ. 
 
Over the previous three years, Peter has become a rock as God transformed his impetuous character into a 
strong, solid, and steady man of God.  Jesus declares that upon the confession that Peter makes concerning 
Christ, He will build His Church.  He promises that the powers of hell will never prevail against the Church. 
 
Jesus reveals more about the coming days and His suffering and death.  This must be a shock to the disciples 
because they do not think of the Messiah as a suffering Messiah.  Peter makes a grave mistake by rebuking 
Jesus for the things He is saying will happen.  Maybe Peter has become too confident in his own ability to hear 
from God.  Or perhaps it is just zealous loyalty that causes Peter to speak so boldly.  Whatever the reason, Jesus 
identifies it as an attack from Satan, because it is based on a purely human point of view. 
 
Addressing all of His disciples, Jesus then explains to them the cost of discipleship and the great paradox; to 
save our life, we must lose it. 
 
>> PRay 
 
Ask God to use you in a powerful way to “build His Church”. Ask God to show you specific ways you can 
participate in the building of the Kingdom of God. 
 
>> apply 
 

• Why did Jesus want the disciples to identify how others view Jesus? Why is it more important that the 
disciples identify how they view Jesus themselves? 

 
• How would you respond today if Jesus asked you, “Who do you say that I am?” 

 
• How does your life reflect that answer?		 	
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Week 4 >> Day 4 
	
>> Read 
	
Matthew 17:1-13 
The Transfiguration 
Six days later Jesus took Peter and the two brothers, James and John, and led them up a high mountain to be 
alone.  As the men watched, Jesus’ appearance was transformed so that his face shone like the sun, and his 
clothes became as white as light.  Suddenly, Moses and Elijah appeared and began talking with Jesus. 
 
Peter exclaimed, “Lord, it’s wonderful for us to be here! If you want, I’ll make three shelters as memorials—one 
for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 
 
But even as he spoke, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and a voice from the cloud said, “This is my dearly 
loved Son, who brings me great joy. Listen to him.”  The disciples were terrified and fell face down on the 
ground. 
 
Then Jesus came over and touched them. “Get up,” he said. “Don’t be afraid.”  And when they looked up, Moses 
and Elijah were gone, and they saw only Jesus. 
 
As they went back down the mountain, Jesus commanded them, “Don’t tell anyone what you have seen until 
the Son of Man has been raised from the dead.” 
 
Then his disciples asked him, “Why do the teachers of religious law insist that Elijah must return before the 
Messiah comes?” 
 
Jesus replied, “Elijah is indeed coming first to get everything ready.  But I tell you, Elijah has already come, but 
he wasn’t recognized, and they chose to abuse him. And in the same way they will also make the Son of Man 
suffer.”  Then the disciples realized he was talking about John the Baptist. 
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>> ConsideR 
 
Leaving the other disciples behind, Jesus takes Peter, James, and John, his ‘inner circle’ of disciples, up to a 
high mountain.  There He is transfigured before them.  The word transfigured refers to a transformation that is 
not merely manifested outwardly.  The word comes from the same word that we get “metamorphosis”, and 
denotes a change of inmost nature.  The transformation is so dramatic that Jesus’ face shines like the sun and 
His clothes become a brilliant blinding white!  
 
Moses and Elijah then show up with Jesus on the mountain.  The three of them speak together.  In Luke’s 
gospel, we learn that they talk about His upcoming death in Jerusalem. 
 
Seeing the three of them together, Peter impetuously suggests that they make three shelters or booths, one for 
Jesus, one for Moses, and one for Elijah. But a voice from a bright cloud interrupts him and makes it clear that 
the focus and attention should be on Jesus.  “Hear Him!”  The bright light and the booming voice from the 
cloud frighten the three disciples, and they fall covering their faces.  Jesus gently comes and touches them and 
tells them to not be afraid. When they look up, Elijah and Moses are gone and only Jesus remains.  They are 
forced to focus on Him. Too often, we have spiritual events in our lives where Jesus is revealed more clearly to 
us. However, once the event is over, it is over.  Our eyes do not remain on Jesus, but on the event itself.  We lose 
a proper focus. 
 
The disciples must be completely in awe after the experience of Jesus’ transfiguration.  Coming down the 
mountain, Jesus warns them not to say anything about it until after His resurrection.  They seem to miss that 
statement because they do not ask Jesus about it.  Instead they focus on what the teachers of the law were 
teaching about Elijah. 
 

>> PRay 
 
Ask God to open your heart and mind and show you more of Himself. Reflect on a powerful time in your life 
when God has revealed Himself to you. Thank Him for that, and ask Him to help you grow even more. 
 

>> apply 
 

• Have you ever had a “mountaintop experience” that was so powerful that you never wanted to leave 
that moment or go back to your day to day life? 

 
• What specific things can you do to keep your focus on Jesus following a spiritual breakthrough? 

 
• Pray that as you conclude this devotional season, you will continue to know Jesus more intimately, 

follow Him more closely, and understand more clearly His rightful place as Messiah.  



 

 MASTER TO MESSIAH: A Disciple’s Journey 44 
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Week 4 >> Day 5 
	
>> looking back 
 
Soon after the experience at the Mount of Transfiguration, Jesus would set his eyes to Jerusalem. He and the 
disciples would begin the final trek. Over three years they had walked from Jerusalem to the Galilee, from Cana 
to Samaria. They had seen family healed, the dead raised, storms calmed, leaders rebuked, and Old Testament 
prophecy fulfilled. Peter and the disciples did not know what lay ahead, but their experiences over the past 
three years gave them faith to keep following in anticipation.  They were secure in the knowledge that they 
walked with the Messiah! 

Today, we don’t have Jesus physically walking with us, but as believers, we do have the Holy Spirit to 
accompany us on our journey, wherever we may go or whatever we may experience with the Lord. We also have 
the benefit of hindsight that the disciples did not have.  We have great eyewitness accounts, in the Gospels, of 
Jesus’ journey with His disciples. We can look at the timeline and see how intentionally Jesus led them. We 
know the amazing work that Jesus accomplished on the cross.  

After spending time with these stories, we see clearly that Peter’s faith in Christ grew as he walked with Him 
each day.  Peter’s understanding of who Jesus was went from Jesus, my master, to Jesus, the Messiah! Like 
Peter, as we spend time with Christ, listening to Him, watching Him at work around us and in us, joining Him as 
He calls us to, our faith will continue to grow.  We will fully understand that Jesus is not just our master, to be 
obeyed, but He is our savior, redeemer, and deliverer who is worthy of our complete devotion.  He is our 
Messiah! 
 
>> Searching within  
 
When Peter confesses that Jesus is “the Messiah, the Son of the living God,” Jesus tells Peter that His Father in 
heaven revealed this knowledge to him.   

• In what ways does God reveal the true identity of Jesus to you? 
• How has your personal understanding of who Jesus is changed throughout this devotional series? 
• Have your relationships with others changed as a result? 

 

>> Moving forward 
 
Peter’s relationship with Jesus changed the entire course of his life.  Peter, the obscure fisherman from Galilee, 
became Peter the foundational leader of the early church. 

• What effect has your relationship with Jesus had on your life?  Are you the same person you would have 
been, had you not known Jesus? 

• How will you approach tomorrow, next week, and next year differently because of your current 
understanding of who Jesus is? 

Pray that we will display evidence of a richer, fuller understanding of Jesus the Messiah in all that we 
do and say.  
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